
Moses Y. Beach
Gets the Paper
From Benjamin
H.Day, Its Found-
er, Paying Only
$40,000 How
the Penny Sheet
Revolutionized
Journalism of Its
Day Mightily

This is the fUth ot a series ot tri-
ples narrating the history of THE
SUN, and giving a vital, intimate
view of metropolitan lite and jour-ntlis- m

during more than eighty
tventful years. The first article,
printed tour weeks ago, told of the
founding of the paper by Benjamin
H. Day, in September, 1833, and of
its rapid rise to success. The second
aai third articles gave a full account
of the memorable moon hoax, which
mtde THE SUN famous all over
the world: and the fpurth continued
the record to the date of the sale of
the paper to its second proprietor,
Moses Y. Beach, first announced in
February, iBjt.

By FRANK M. O'BRIEN.
June 15, 1837, tho name of

OX Benjamin H. Day, which had
appeared at the masthead of

The Sl'.v since Its beginning, disap-
peared. In Its place was the legend:
"Published dally by the proprietor."
This gave rise to a variety of ru-

mors, and about a week later, on
June 23, Tub Sun said editorially:

Several of our contemporaries are In a

mrof wonder because we have taken
our beautiful cognomen from the Imprint
of The Sun. Some of the lonfers among
them have even flattered themselvee that
our humble self In person had conse-
quently disappeared. Not so, gentlemen

for though w:o may not be ambitious
that our thirty thousand subscribers
should daily pronounce our name while
poring over advertisements on the first
pare, we nevertheless remain steadily at
nur post, and shall thus continue during
the pleasure of a generous public, except,
perchance, an absence of a few months
on a trip to Kurope, which we purpose
to make this season.

With regard to a certain report that
we had lost twenty thousand dollars by
riming notes, we have nothing to say.
Our private' business transactions can-
not In the least Interest the public at
Urge.

Day'a name never went back. The
reason for Its disappearance was a
libel suit brought by a lawyer named
Andrew S. Garr. On May 3, 1837, The
Sun printed a report of a case In the
Court of Chancery In which It was in-

cidentally mentioned that Garr had
one been indicted for conspiracy to
defraud. The reporter neglected to add
that Garr had been acquitted, At the
end of the article was the quotation:

When rogues get quarrelling the truth
Kill OUU

Garr sued Day for $10,000. and Day
not only took his name from the top of
tho first column of the first page, but
apparently made a wash sale of the
newspaper.

The case was tried In February, 1838

and on the 16th of that month Garr
got a verdict for $3,000 "to be ex-

tracted," as The Sun said next morn-ln- p.

"from the right hand breeches
pocket of the defendant, who about a
year since ceased replenishing that
fountain of the. 'needful' from the
prolific source of The Sun's rays by
virtue of a total, unconditional and
unrcvisionary sale of the same to its
present proprietor."
The Ran' la Sold to Moms V. Beach

The name of that "present pro-
prietor" was not given: but on June
IS, 1S38, tho following notice appeared
at the top of the first page:

Communications Intended for The
Bun must be addressed to Moses Y,
fleach, 156 Nassau street, corner of
Spruce, ,

Day was really out of The Sun then,
after having been Us master for five
5 ears lacking sixty-seve- n days, and the
piper passed into the actual ownership
of Beach, who had married Day's sis-

ter and who had acted as the book-Keep- er

of Thk Bus almost from Its in-

ception. There were those, Including
Kdgsr Allan Poc, who believed that
llah was the boss of The Sun even
In the d.iys of the moon hoax, but they

ero mistaken. The paper, as The
Si.v ltolf remarked on December 4,

was "Altogether ruled by Ben-
jamin H Day."

"I owned tho whole concern." said
Mr. Day In 1883, "till I sold It to Beach.
And the tllllcst thing I ever did In my
life was to that paper!"

And why did Day sell, for forty thou-"- nl

dollars, a paper which had the
lircist circulation in tho world about
'hlrty thousand copies? The answer Is
'hat it was not paying as well as it
hai) paid,

There were a couplo of years when
kit profits had been as high as twonty
thousand dollars. The net' return for
the fix months ended October 1, 1S3,
S! announced by The Sun on April 19,
153T. was JI2.981.88; but at tho time

h'r Day sold out The Sun was about
kfak us even. The advertising, duo to
rniai dulnesn In business for which

iank failures and tho big fire were
rit s to bliinu- -- hud fallen on. It was
' "' r Day $1100 a week more for op- -'

' ; pcnsen Rnd materials than
y'-- - ' from the sales of newspapers,
anil t ir igss was barely made up by the

Rising receipts. With what ho
had ci cd, and the 140,000 paid to him
hy Kea.-ii- ,

le would have a comfortable
fortune. He was only 28 ytara old,
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and there nillit be other woilds to
conquer.

From nothing at all except his own
I Industry and common sense Day had
built up a business which Thk Sun
Itself thus described n few day befote
the change of ownership:

Some idea of the busliies! done in tho
little three 5tory building at the corner
of Nassau and Spruce streets o;cupled
by The Sun for the publication of a
penny paper may be formed from the'!
fact that the annual outlay for material
and wages exceeds ninety-thre- e thon-fan- d

Hilary very nearly two thousand
a week, and more than tlireo hundred a
day for the kIx working da9. On this
outlay we circulate dally thirty thou-- 1

sand papers. Allowing the other nine
mornlnc p.iper, an averacc of three
thousand clrculatlcn which may fall

i short In two or three cases, while It is a
large estimate for all the rett--- lt will
appear that the circulation of The Sun
retvwpaper Is dally more than of all the
others united.

That this Is not mere saseonaile, but
susceptible of proof, we refer the cu-

rious to the pavermaUers, who furnish
the (.took for this Immense circulation :

to the typefounders, who give ns a new
dress three times a year, and to the
Messrs. Hoe & Co.. who built our two
double cylinder N'apler presses, which
throw off oples of The Sun at the rate
of four thousand copies per hour. We
Invite newspaper publishers to visit our
establishment when the presses ore In
operation, and we shall be happy to
show them what would have astonished
Dr. Kaust. with all his Intimacy with a
certain nil admlrarl potentate.

As for the Influence of the paper
among tho people The Sun dealt In no
vain exaggeration when It said of
Itself a year before Day's departure:

Since The Sun began to shine upon
the citizens of New York there has been
a very great and decided change In the
condition of the laboring clasps and the
mechanics. w every Individual, from
the rich aristocrat who lolls In his car-
riage to the humble lalorer who wields
a broom In the streets, reads The Sun,
nor can even a boy lie found In New
York city or the neighboring country
who will not know In the course of the
day what l. promulgated in The Sun
In the morning.

Already can we perceive a change In
the mas of the people. They think, talk
and act In concert. They understand
their own Interest, and fee that they
have numbers and strength to pursue
It with success.

The Sun newspaper has piobably
done more to benefit tho community by
enlightening the mtndst of the common
peoplo than all the other papers together.

n'l Rrcat Achievement.
Day found New York journalism a

pot of cold, stale water nnd left it n
boiling, bubbling caldron, not so much
by what he wrote n.s by the way, in
which he made his success. There
were better newspaper men than Day
before and during his time, plenty of
them. They had knowledgo nnd ex-

perience, they knew style, but they did
not know the people. In their Imagi-
nation tho "gentle reader" was a main
between the nges 35 and 90, with u
burning interest In politics nnd a
fancy that tho unlverso revolved
around either Andrew Jackson or
Daniel Webster. Why write for any
one who did not have fixed notions on
the subject of tho United States Bank
or Abolition?

To the mind of the sixpenny editor
tho man who did not hao six cents to
spend was a negligible quantity. Noth
ing was worth printing unless It car-
ried an appeal to the professional man
or the merchant. It Is likely that the
managers of the blanket sheets knew
what the people with a penny to spare
would like to read, but it would have
been undignified to let them have It.

Tho Courier and Enquirer, tinder
Col. Webb, belched broadsides of old
fashioned Democratic doctrine, and
Webb hired tho best men ho could find
to load the guns. IIo had Bennett,
Noah, James K. Paulding and later
f'harle.s King and Henry J, llaymond.
These were ull good writers, most of
them good newspaper men; but bo far
as tho general public was concerned
Col. Webb might as well have put
them in a cage.

Tho Journal of Commerce was a
treat sixpenny, but it-a- a sot for tha

people to read. Kioni 1 S2S until the
civil war Its editor w:c tienirJ H.fllocU.
an enterprising Jouni.ill.'--t who ran ex-

pensive; horse expiv'c-- ' to Washington
to irot the proceedings of (insres, but
would not admit that the public nt
large was more lntervste.1 in a descrip-
tion of the murdered Helen Jewett's
gowns than In a new currency hill.
The clipper ships that lay off Sandy
Hook to get the latest-forei- gn nous
from the Kuropean vessels cost llal-loc- k

and Webb, who combined In this
enterprise. $0,000 :i year probably
more than they spent on all their local
news.

In the solemn sanctum of the 7,'ie-lilii- f;

Prist William Cullen Krynnt nnd
William Lessen wrote s'ho'.nily vein
and free trade editorials. They wen
livi- - men, hut their newspaper steed
was Mow. I.eggett could un;e Itiyant
to give a beating to Stone, the ed.tor
of the C'omwirjciol .iilcrrtlscr, and hi;
himself fought a duel with Make, tlw
treasurer of the Park Theatre; but
these great men had little steam when
It came to making a popular news-pape- r.

The great editors weie of a
cult. They levolved around oni:
another, too far aloft for the common
ej e.

Charles King w- -i the most i'o:i"i i-

athe of them all He was a son of
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Minister Kngland, Day was the Hay him with the thrift
the tin ovonliiK egg. could established the no
ftom to S ttlck after Day Stive', lint tho value credit the

nothing In hut paper iiiusidv piincd, olllci' Probably observed
paper llicinml ithend In
circuiaieti man .i inousanu

Ho editorial
desk for four ycaia ufter tho Amer-
ican was absorlied tho Courier

then became presU
dent of Columbia College, a (dace bet-

ter suited him.
Such wero the men who ruled tho

staid, and
of New York when Day and his penny
Sun up. Most them iiro
better known to fame than Day Is,
not one ot them did anything com- -
parablo the young printer's achieve -
mcnt making a popular, jprlced
dally newspaper and not only rnuklug

stick. For Day
started something that went
on, Increasing In size and weight until
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prom ny tno example of the
Yankee should have

easy for Bennett, yet he al-

ready failed nt tho sumo undertaking.
Ho work In tho newspaper Held

New York ns early ns 1824, nine
years Day started Thk Sun.
Ho failed as proprietor of tho Sunday
Courier (is::,), nnd ho

i tho Philadelphia Pciiiisifrmiinn.
lto had a wealth experience ns its- -

to Webb ius tho WnMilng- -'

ton correspondent of tho
H was doubt to tho success!
The Sun Hint Bennett, nflcr

failures, tho Herald. Ho i

baw the human note yiat Bon Day had
nnd ho knew, ns a compara-

tively old man he. forty

THE

evcryhodv else, the newsboy svstem.
by which the mnu the street could
get n paper whenever ho liked without
making n yearly investment,

Bennett may havo written the
popular journalism, but

Day who wrote Its
Independence. If been for
tho untrained Day, years
younger than Bennett, It is possible
that there would have been no
to span nenrlj; it tcntury the
ownership father nnd ton.

It has been said of that
dlscovcicd that "a paper universally

will bo read," Day learned
that much n year beforo tho Herald
was started. Day was bensatlonal,
he seemed to court tho written assaults

of tin- - sixpenny editors Bennett a!-- n

v. imht abuse, and did not cat. when
.t brought phslcal pain with It. lie
was still more sensational than Day.
If there was nothing else. 1.1- - own per- -

affairs were made the public's
property. He was about to man y, so
the llrrnld nriuted this:

to tup: ubadkus cik'tiu: hi
AI.D Declaration ot I.oe
Last- - Going to b? Married New Move- -

fi iliatlon.
St.. tvi been thro'.ich life

to .1 ll highest older of hlllli'lit
..y llip Minrte-.- l possible rut

Akoi i t ir t j ntKht and tla n s'eKiie'-- s

ami r, 'leult i. Ml u il It) pe.ii.-e- with
a won.tti of thi- IlkIh"-'- : onler of w,fl-it"-

inu-i- pioil'.he urn.1 fit .ous lesults
1.1. Il.f'l nnd fi.liiy., .ii; tllr-- v

i'',e imute will ite elr.p in din- tune
tl oluniii" of the llnaUI. Me. u.

I re(Mtn my heartfelt thanks for the
patronage of the pnhl.i, ,th

of lhirnpe and America. The hil i ito
ot wedl" will onlv Increase inv deMrc
to be still more useful. !oi Almighty
bios nu nil

James d iiixi',-- IIkn'sktt.
.lame- - Pnrinn deyilucd Bennett ns

in. ri nf I'leni'i intelbv: an.l Scutch
l!"i.nett ,'h no! of S ottis'.i

French
otlan J,
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subscriptions and advertisements.
Bennett a, good business man

and nn energetic editor. He used all
the Ideas that Day had proved

many his own. Perhaps
the most valunhlo thing ho learned
from Day was that It was unwise to
bn u slavo to a poKtlcal party. Hut his

Own experience with Iho luckless
'cinisjdniinii, n .laekfou organ, may

have convince! of the futility of
the MrSttly p.irla-.- i pap":--

, v.hi'ii
neglected the newvi for the hake tho
olll c holders,

Day's success with Tin: Sun was
responslblo for tho birth not only of
tho Herald but of n host of American
penny papers, which sprang up tho
MU ot it dozen a year. OX the New

King, New York it continued nf con-- 1 ho smrtcd Herald what wbeie he was
to and ho wa tlnent. Columbus. Tm: mistakes was making In the 'tinted of his

of .tnii'rfcnit, Six was the Anybody do' neglect of vermin news llelil.s. such as vlroiimeut. He
sixpenny, .1S27 1 15. lloitlic showed honv Wall nT tho sstein In Herald business
lacked .scholarship, Ms Mmplc it was, penny Day had he had that

was miserably dull and rarely' Bennett and his Herold wero Day lint! established, of t'ol. Webb li.nl lost u fortune
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ut.; Imitator the Jetfrrnmtun. pub- -
l.slu-- by Childs leoe. and the lcn,

i owned by Georg- H. Kvans. an lOng- -
ll.shmau who was the enry Geori;e of
his day. were not hmg for this world.
The Trrtiiacrlp. started in 1S34. Mashed
up for a time as a dangerous rival ofyenri.. ciP.i,.in'
The Sun. Three compositors. William ' "...V" .,' ,T

copies.
J. Stanley. Wllloughby hynde

,.

!r V

Hnyward, owned It. Its editor 1 K"TC IleWS- -

J was Asa Greene, erstwhile physician
nn, bookseller and alwayn humorist.
He wrote "The Adventures of Dr.
Dndimus Diickunrth." "The Perils of
Pent I Street" nnd "The Travels of er

I'rlbbelton In America" tltis
last a travesty on the books of travel

i turned out by englishmen who vNited
j the States.

William II. Attiee. former com-
positor, wrote the 7 riin.iciipf lively
police court stories. Tin: Sun's rival
having learned how popular was
crime. The 7 lanscrlpl lasted tlvo years,
the earlier of them so prosperous that
the proptietors thought they wore
going to be millionaires. But Iteporter
Attiee went to Texas with the land
boomers, and l.ynde, who wrote the
paragraphs, uml. lu n the paper

i In I S3f. IIaward went to the
Herald, where be worked ns a iom-po-it-

all the tc-- t of his life.
The other penny papers that sprang

up 111 New York to give battle while
. the money lasted to The Sun, the I

oii.vcnit nnd the Herald were tho
7 rue Sun. started by some of Day's
discharged cmploees; tho Morning
Star, run by Major Noah of tho Eee-nin- ;)

star; the AYie 7,'ni, already
mentioned, which lllchard Adams
Ivocke started In 1 S36 In company with
.hired D. Bell and Joseph Price; the
liallii Hil, of which Horace Greeley
was Albany correspondent in 1R3S; the
Hie. the Serpent, the JApht, the 7,'j;-- I
jiic.si, the Fiilnii, tho Hough Hewer,

line .Vcir Times, the fimiiiiiier, the
Mnrnlmj Clnouiele, tN Hveninp
I'hiontcle, the Dul.i f'liinrrrnlrr, tho
Censor nnd the Hall; .Yrici. All theso
bobbed up. in one city alone, in tho

' five years during wliicll Bell Day
owned THE Sun.

As to the Trite Sun, there were at
various times four or live publlca-- I
Hons put out under that name.

Mrt of them were mushrooms In
, origin and morning g'.orlci by nature.
I They could not stand Tin: St s's ras.

Notable exceptions wcte two evening
pnpcis, the V.'.rprcss and the Dailn

j tiri The .'.rpiru was established
in ,l.,ne. ISIW. under the editorship of

i .L.nies Brooks and ids brother. Ihatutf,
grniHiatcs of tho di ei liser of Port-
land. Mc. It 'Aas devoted to Whig

'politics and the. shipping of Now
YmU The Mi:' Veils took no con- -

sub rablo pmt in .toiirna'.is-- until
twcnty-tlv- e eni.s l.ttei, when Ben-

jamin Wood bought it.

In other parts of the
1 cent newspaper, properly conducted,
met with the favor which tho public
had showeied upon Ben Pay. Will-

iam M. Swam, who has been men-
tioned iiri a fellow compositor with
Ben Day nnd who tried tu dissuade his
ft lend from the folly or starting The
Sin, saw the wisdom of the penny
paper and miv iitio that the New
V(.i f. Held tilled. lie went to
Philadelphia and established the Publle
l.rdlier, the first issue appear, ng on
Mnn'h 2,"i, lSSil. The l.rrioer was not
tho first penny sheet to he published
In I'hlladclphla, this liatlu Transeilpt
having preceded It by u few daH.
Theso two newspapers soon consoli-
dated, however.

Swain's l.cdtier was at once sensn-tloii- al

rind brave. It conic out for tho
abolition of M.uory, and its olllce wns
twice niobbe 1. II w.i iiio'iIkmI acn'.ll
In 1S14. il'iriut the ite Anierieanl
riots. Swain was a int., haul v. orl;lng I

man. George W I'liil'1 Lis nieces-- '
nor ns propni'toi of the l.eilyer, wrote
of him that for f.vrntj M'.nislt was his'
habit to lend every paragraph that
went into this papor. Swuln mado

out of the Ledger; but when,

Former Owner Re-

enters Business
and Originates Il-

lustrated Periodi-
cals, but He Al-

ways Regretted
Selling THE SUN,
Calling Such Ac-tionllSilli-

Thing
I Ever Did"

'.Billing anATa i?nVM

during the civil war. the cost of paper
compelled nearly a'l tho newspapers
to mhanco prices, he tried to keep the)
l.rrliirr at 1 cent, and lost $100,000
within u year. Childs. who had been a
niwsdealer and boot: publisher, bought
the paper from Swain in 1864, and
raised Its price to 2 cents.

When Swain went to Philadelphia
ho had two partner.', Arunnh S. Abell

' nnd Axarlah H. Simmons. UUh print-
ers, and, like Swain, former associates
of Day. Simmons remained with
Swain on the I.vdorr until his death In

::, hut Abei:the man who poked
more fun than anylxidy else at Day

' for his penny Suk Idea -- went to Bal-- (
llmoro nnd tnere established a Sun at

i his own. the flrst copy coming out on
May 17, 1S37. It was a success from
the start. How well It paid Abell to
follow lien Day'a scheme may be
Judged by the tact that thirty years

I la'er Aliell bought Guilford, a splendid
estate near Baltimore, and paid $175,- -.

000 for It.
Hoih Swain and Abell were friends

o S. K. H. More. and they helped him
to finance the electric telegraph. The
Baltimore Sun published the famousme.age. "What hath God wrought?"
sent over the wire from Washington
to Baltimore on May l-- istl. when
the tclexraph first came Into practical
use. Abell was the solo proprietor of
the Baltimore Sun from 1837 to 1S87.
no (lied in IS8S nt the ago of 82.

Other Important newspapers slatted
in the ten years that followed Day's
founding of Tun Sun were the Detroit

( Press, the St. l.ouls ilcpuhlic. theNew Orleans Picaminr. tho Burllntr- -
ton Hau-lc'jc- , the Hartford Times, the
New York Tribune, the Itrooklvn
oiXlumi I'lnTnVnhi'i,.i',

'

i

jn i$30 tb,rc .
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ite 1,m,lfl
1
,

' ' 'anii .w,, , .

papers with a combined vejirlv lrn il
lation of 196.000,000 copies. j'n otherwords, while the population Increased
y- - per cent. In a ddMde, the total sale
of newspapers Increased per cent.The Inexpensive paper lud fouml Its
readers.

In his report on newspapers for the
census of 1SS0, S. N. I,. XurtIl j,axsthut from lSDl) to 1S4- 0-

I'y the sheer forre of us iperlor cir-
culation the penny press exeited themost powerful newspaper Influence thatas felt In the United States, and dui--lu-

this Interval Its beneficial inftuen.-- e
was tho most apparent. It tausht thehigher priced papers that political

was pioperly subordinated to tnoother and higher function or the publicJournal the function of gatberin- - andpresenting the news as it , tnout ref-ere-

e to Its political or other effectupon friend or foe
Th.- - advent or the peimv pies rf,.eluded the transition fieii Americanjournalism and lout three effects which

-- . u..ny tr.ie.MWe ! It,, rcased thocirculation, the price of d.illvnewspapers and , rmr-je- d the characterof the reading matter published.
As f'harls II. r.evcrmoro wrote inan article on the il.e of metropolitan

journalism in the yimcricmi HistoricalReriew:
Independunt Journalism, as repre-sente- ,l

first by The Sun and the rirroldwon a complete victory ove- - old f..li-ione- d
partisan Journalism. The time lu.lforever departed when n Albanv re.gency could time the pres of the 'statuas easily and simply as Qut,. nilsnbethused to tune the KhrIIMi pnl,-,t- A

lames Partnn said, "an editorial Is onha man peaking to men. but the news Is
Providence speaking to men "

Thus Ben Days Sun remade Amer-
ican journalism - more bv accidentthan design, an he himself remarkedat a dinner to Robert Hoe in ISO!.

I.tcr Mfe of The Snn'i" Pnnndrr.
It Is evident that Day soon regretted

the sale of The St n. for in 1S40 ha
established n penny paper called tho
True Sun. This ho prescntlv sold for
a fair price, hut his Itth for Journalism
did not disappear. He started ;hi
Tntlev, but It was not a success. In
IS!;', in conjunction w.th .lames 'Wil-
son, he founded the. monthly mawazlne,
Hi other Jonathan, whirh reprinted
Kr.gllsli double decker novels complete
in one isite. This later became a
week'y, nnd Diy brought out illus-trcte- d

This was H new thing, at least in
America, and Dv may be called thooriginator of our illustrated periodicals
as iwll as of our pennv papers. His
right hand men in the editing of
Brofhcr Jonathan were Nathaniel P.
Willis, tho poet, and Horatio H. Weld,
who was first a printer, next an editor
and at last a minister.

Day sold Hiothrr Jonathan for a
dollar a year. When tho paper faniln
hit the publishing business in S6S hi
suspended his publication nnd retired
from IniMness, He was well off, and
he spent tho remaining twenty-seve- n

years of his life In ease at his New
York home. He died on December -- 1.

1880. Ills son Benjamin was tho in-

ventor of the Ben Day procer.s used In
making engravings,

Day always watched the fortunes of
Tim Sun with Interest, hut he did not.
believe that his inimei'lato shiccssom
ran It Just the tight wa. When tho
paper u- -! 'ito the ! v ! fi "ur!es
A. D..;.a, ... 1'.. P.., i. ot jit
hrcescore said:

"He'll make u newspaper of it"'
Ai.d It was ther. he added that tb

nHiM tl.j,,B ,c ,lmclf ever did was.
to sell The Sun,

To bo continued in next Sunfau's Sun.
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